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Give It Your Best Shot by Jacqueline 

Kent—by the author of The Making of 

Julia Gillard, this book is about Julia 

Gillard’s time in office, particularly her 

policy achievements and the internal 

Labor politics. 

 

Engaging Hearts and Minds by Chris 

Bowen 

The former Treasurer’s policy vision for 

Australia and hopes of internal structural 

reform. It also will go into detail about 

how to combat the rising influence of the 

Greens. 

 

The Stalking of Julia Gillard by Kerry-

Anne Walsh 

Walsh does not provide a comprehensive 

overview of Julia Gillard’s prime 

ministership  but rather chronicles the way 

the media portrayed the Gillard 

government and the sometimes stark 

disjoint between what actually happens 

and what makes a good story. One of her 

more powerful arguments (and 

lamentations) is the importance attached to 

anonymous sources and off the record 

briefings, which formerly were used only 

in special circumstances such as protecting 

whistleblowers. In the Labor leadership 

battles however, Walsh directly points the 

finger at Rudd for talking up his numbers 

off the record and creating a sense of 

chaos, and that these reports were 

published by journalists who knew these 

reports to be untrue. 

 

Future Proofing Australia edited by 

Brett Mason and Daniel 

A collection of essays by luminaries from 

the centre-right of politics, addressing their 

policy visions for Australia around the 

core topics of society, the economy, and 

the nation. It should be an interesting 

counterpoint to Chris Bowen’s 

forthcoming book. 

 

Downfall by Aaron Patrick 

Why Labor should savour its Greens by 

Brad Orgill 

Labor has two core constituent bases: the 

traditional, socially conservative working 

class and the university-educated, socially 

progressive inner-city voter. Orgill is a 

former businessman and a current member 

of the Greens party who is perturbed by 

the anti-Green rhetoric spouted by the 

government and believes the future of the 

progressive movement in Australia will be 

irreparably damaged unless a coalition of 

sorts can be arranged between the Greens 

and the ALP. He examines the policy areas 

where they have much in common. 

 

Power Trip: The political journey of 

Kevin Rudd by David Marr 

Political Animal: The making of Tony 

Abbott by David Marr 

Two Quarterly Essays (search for them in 

the catalogue by their titles) by David 

Marr offer insight into the early lives of 

the two political leaders. To varying 

degrees, Marr tries to explain what 

motivated them to get into politics and 

what drives them today; he posits the Tony 
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Abbott is fundamentally driven by 

pragmatism and comprises of “values 

Abbott” and “politics Abbott” and if faced 

with a conflict between the two, the latter 

shall prevail. It also offers insights into 

why Abbott is often called a conviction 

politician, yet has often changed his mind 

on the merits of certain policies. He also 

concludes Rudd is motivated by anger. 

 

Rise of the Ruddbot by Annabel Crabb 

Remember what Rudd’s government was 

like the first time around? Published in 

2009, just after the failed Copenhagen 

climate talks, this book consists of the 

always amusing Annabel Crabb’s columns 

from the Sydney Morning Herald from the 

time Rudd became leader. Given the 

columns were written contemporaneously, 

it gives readers an insight to what people 

thought about the Ruddbot, La Gillardine 

and People Skills as events were 

unfolding. It also serves as a reminder of 

how quickly the political narrative and the 

justifications for first enacting something 

can be forgotten. 

 

The Rudd Rebellion by Bruce 

Hawker 

This is a fascinating account of one of 

the most challenging political 

campaigns Australia has ever seen. 

From the detailed war-gaming of 

potential political outcomes to the nail-

biting lead-up to the polls. . . what 

really happened on that campaign trail? 

How did Rudd resume the prime 

ministership? Did his ultimate push 

come too late, or was saving the 

furniture the best the ALP could hope 

for?  

 

These diaries reveal the sense of 

urgency and the size of the hurdles to 

be overcome in the remarkably short 

time that Team Rudd was given to try 

to turn around the Government's 

fortunes. They are a rare insight into 

the complexities of running a 

campaign—the strategic and tactical 

decisions that challenged the team 

every day as they tried to snatch an 

unlikely win. 

 

The Mad Marathon by Mungo 

MacCallum 

Mungo’s election analysis in his usual 

witty style, in the form of a campaign 

diary. 

 

 

 

More confused than ever? 
Try looking at one of these 
recent titles to gain insight 

into the current state of 
play, the values that drive 

our political leaders and our 
parties, and the competing 
policy visions for Australia. 

 

 

 


