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The Undomestic Goddess by Sophie 

Kinsella (Recommended by Ingo) 

Samantha is a brilliant £500 per hour lawyer 

with no home or social life and only one thing 

on her mind: getting a partnership. Her 

success seems inevitable until she makes one 

mistake that forces her to escape London by 

catching the first train out to the 

countryside. Stopping to ask for directions 

at a beautiful manor house, she is mistakenly 

given a job as a housekeeper. The owners 

have no idea Samantha was awarded a First 

at Cambridge or that she has no idea how to 

even use the washing machine. A funny, 

heartwarming story about a girl who needs 

to slow down and make time for herself. 

 

Olivia Joules and the Overactive 
Imagination by Helen Fielding 

(Recommended by Ingo) 

Olivia Joules is a young and ambitious 

journalist, who wants to cover hard news 

stories but whose stories do not always 

match the facts. Sent to cover a celebrity 

face cream launch in Miami after her 

previous stories flopped, she meets the 

handsome and enigmatic Pierre Ferramo, – a  

well known playboy whose wealth has no 

obvious origins. After a terrorist attack in 

Miami Olivia’s imagination goes into over-

drive. Could Ferramo be a major terrorist 

hellbent on the destruction of the West? 

Armed with a hatpin and a special 

underwired bra, Olivia goes undercover to 

discover the truth in this hilarious and witty 

novel.  

 

Our Man in Havana by Graham Greene 

(Recommended by Andree) 

A novel way to make money, perhaps? A down 

on his luck vacuum cleaner salesman becomes 

a MI6 agent in Cuba, receiving payments for 

his alleged recruitment of sub-agents and 

the ‘intelligence’ he sends back. To his 

consternation, his stories start to come 

true… 

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by 

Douglas Adams (Recommended by Krista) 

Arthur Dent’s house was just demolished, 

which is bad enough. Worse, Earth gets 

demolished to make way for a space highway 

and Arthur is the only human left, having 

been saved by a contributor to the planetary 

encyclopaedia, The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy. Join Arthur on his inter-galactic 

travels – Adams’ world is whimsical and 

ludicrous in equal measure. 
 

The Coroner’s Lunch by Colin Cotterill 

(Recommended by Wendy) 

When the Communist Party in Laos takes 

power in 1976, a Paris trained doctor, Siri 

Paiboun remains, having been appointed state 

coroner. The catch: he has no supplies or any 

formal training to equip him for this role. He 

does have, however, an inquisitive mind and 

no desire to let himself be dictated to by 

gormless bureaucrats. After months without 

work, a series of killings occur and the good 

doctor must find the truth before he 

himself is targeted. An engrossing novel with 

a whole host of lovable and amusing 

characters. 

 

A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy 

Toole (Recommended by Alison) 

Is he a genius or is he mad? Overweight and 

overeducated Ignatius is treated as though 

he were mad by the ordinary citizens of New 

Orleans, as he wages a personal crusade 

against increasing vice. At age 30, he still 

lives with his mother who continually indulges 

him as he watches endless amounts of 

television and makes infinite scribblings in 

his notebooks, which he is certain will one 

day be published. However, one day, his 

mother drops a bombshell on him – he must 

get a job! Is this end of Ignatius – or a new 

opportunity to persevere with his God-given 

mission to stop moral decay?  

 

Scoop by Evelyn Waugh (Recommended by 

Alison) 

Newspaper tycoon Lord Copper has always 

had a knack for finding brilliant investigative 

journalists, but out of pride, has made costly 

mistakes before. Hearing a bit of a gossip at 

a dinner party, he takes a chance on an 

unknown person to cover a conflict in a small, 

war-torn African Republic. This is a biting 

(and topical) satire of Fleet Street’s very 

questionable methods in pursuing hot news 

stories. 
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Breakfast of Champions by Kurt Vonnegut 

(Recommended by Lesley) 

On the surface, this novel is about Dwayne 

Hoover who runs amok, believing he is the 

only human with free will and the rest of 

humanity are robots. Under the influence of  

bad chemicals in his brain and Kilgore Trout’s  

science fiction writings which only appear in 

pornographic magazines, we see Dwayne’s 

decline. What makes this a satire are the 

tangents that Vonnegut goes off on 

exploring politics, sex, war, gravity, 

inequality and human stupidity. These ideas 

are presented as if explaining the world to 

an alien, making humans seem ridiculous and 

tragic. If approaching Vonnegut for the first 

time, a good introduction is “Slaughterhouse 

Five” - a satirical novel about World War II. 

 

 

Other authors to look at… 

NON-FICTION 

 
A Year in the Merde by Stephen Clarke 

(Recommended by Angela) 

Based on an Englishman’s experiences 

working and living in Paris for a year. Paul 

West is hired to publicise a chain of English 

tearooms to the French and in so doing, 

reveals the different in attitudes the 

French have to work (two hour lunches are 

mandatory) and to l’amour.  

 

Bossypants by Tina Fey (Recommended by 

Krista) 

Tina Fey dramatises her life in this side-

splitting memoir. Covering everything from 

her life as a nerd in high school to the 

dizzying heights of performing on Saturday 

Night Live (her portrayals were so convincing 

that members of the public still mistake her 

for Sarah Palin), she ultimately concludes 

that you don’t become somebody until 

someone calls you bossy. 

 

My Family and Other Animals by Gerald 

Durell (Recommended by Eleanor) 

Durell reflects on his childhood, which was 

as full as of people as it was animals. When 

his family could no longer tolerate the 

English climate, they moved to sunny Corfu. 

This beautiful environment saw puppies, 

toads, scorpions, geckoes, ladybugs, octopi, 

bats and many other animals become part of 

their new life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Authors to try 
 

Joseph Heller 

Terry Pratchett 

David Sedaris 

P.G.Wodehouse 

Janet Evanovich 

Bill Bryson 

Jasper Fforde 

Helen Fielding 

Carl Hiaasen 

Christopher Moore 

James Thurber 

Sophie Kinsella 

E.F. Benson 

Tom Sharpe 

 

 

 

Matthew Kneale 

Patrick deWitt 

Jerome K Jerome 

Stella Gibbons 

Stephen Fry 

Dorothy Parker 

Sam Lipsyte 

Tom Holt 

Rita Mae Brown 

Garrison Keiller 

Richard Russo 

Tom Robbins 

Ben Elton 

Michael Poore 

 

 

 


