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Fiction 
 

The Marmalade Files by Steve Lewis and Chris Uhlmann 
 

Written by two prominent political journalists, this novel unashamedly is about 

our current political leadership. In a time of minority government, the Foreign 

Minister is seeking to avenge her ousting as the Prime Minister. The moderate 

Coalition leader is besieged at all sides by hard-right attack dogs, who criticise 

her willingness to work with the government to pass legislation. Journalists pursue 

stories about political involvement in union scandals … and the parallels keep 

going. The ending leaves the reader satisfied but remains open-ended, 

allowing for the possibility of a sequel. No doubt the ending is an interesting 

theory as to why Rudd was replaced (!) 

 

 

Campaign Ruby by Jessica Rudd 
 

When Ruby is made redundant from her high-flying job as an investment banker 

in London, she makes a series of rash decisions which culminate in her returning 

to Australia and becoming a policy advisor to the Opposition Leader. Soon 

after, the Prime Minister is ousted by his female deputy and an early election is 

called by the incumbent, which throws Ruby right into the middle of the 

campaign. Amusing, light-hearted and amazingly prescient of Ms Rudd; this 

novel was written only a couple months before Julia Gillard became Prime 

Minister (although admittedly published after). 

 

  

First Among Equals by Jeffrey Archer 
 

In the 1960s, two Conservative and two Labour MPs take their seats at 

Westminster, each highly intelligent and one day hoping to become Prime 

Minister. This novel spans several decades and takes the reader right into the 

heart of British political and party conventions and election campaigns. Its rich 

detail is hardly surprising, given Mr Archer was Deputy Chairman of the 

Conservative Party in the 1980s. 
 

All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren (Pulitzer Prize winner) 
 

Set in the United States in the 1930s, Willie Stark begins his political career as a 

naïve and idealistic gubernatorial candidate, but over years of public service 

as the highly charismatic Governor, becomes corrupted by his voracious desire 

for power – no matter the cost. The chilling and dramatic climax perfectly suits 

Stark’s larger-than-life character. 
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Number Ten by Sue Townsend 
 

Clearly modelled on New Labour and Tony Blair, Edward Clare is Prime Minister 

of a deeply divided United Kingdom, who won a landslide election victory but 

over time the people have become disenchanted. Eager to rediscover all that 

he was once passionate about and become the leader people want, he 

abandons his post and travels the country incognito to see the real state Britain 

is in – for the first time in years, he experiences an English cream tea and what 

life on a council estate is really like. Humorous and poignant, Ms Townsend 

clearly identifies why many are apathetic to contemporary politics.  

 

 

America America by Ethan Canin 
 

In the Nixon era, Corey Sifter becomes ingratiated with the political dynasty of 

the Metareys, who wield enormous influence over New York state politics. 

Starting off as a family servant, they soon sponsor him to attend an elite private 

school and he subsequently becomes an aide to a Democratic senator and 

presidential candidate. As the campaign trail heats up, Corey discovers a 

crime has been committed and must reconcile his role within the situation – 

does he save his conscience or others’ reputations? 

 

Line of Beauty by Alan Hollinghurst – Booker Prize Winner 
 

In Thatcher’s Britain in 1983, graduate Nick Guest moves into the home of his 

friend Toby, the son of the wealthy and influential Feddens family. As business 

booms in the 80s, Nick’s position as an innocent outsider is slowly transformed 

through his involvement in several love affairs and the privilege attached to the 

Feddens’ lifestyle, culminating in him being the ultimate insider whose life 

among them will bust with far-reaching consequences. 
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 Party Animals 

 Absolute Power 

 House of Cards Trilogy 

 A Very British Coup 

 The State of Play 

 The West Wing 

 Scandal 


