
Delve into a foreign land 
Mitcham Library Service Collection Guide 

 

Mitcham Library Service Collection Guide 
2013 

 

This is Life by Dan Rhodes 

(FRANCE) 

This novel is set in Paris, where 

art student Aurélie has been 

given a semester long project of 

her own choice to complete. After 

hearing fellow students spout 

phrases such as ‘subverting the 

zeitgeist’, she is put off from her 

planned series of drawings and 

desperately wanting be 

considered as a ‘serious’ artist, 

she decides to throw a rock into 

the middle of the crowd and make 

a documentary on the person it 

landed nearest to. Her plan 

seemed so wonderful: until the 

stone hit a baby. To teach Aurélie 

a lesson, the mother leaves baby 

Herbert (pronounced “air-bear”) 

in her care for a week. Aurélie is 

a student with no understanding 

on how to look after herself, let 

alone a baby. How will she cope? 

Blending comedy with narration 

from multiple characters, Rhodes 

skilfully sets up and then 

demolishes stereotypes about 

France and the nature of art. 

 

The Little Coffee Shop of 

Kabul by Deborah Rodriguez 

(AFGHANISTAN) 

Sunny has finally founded her 

dream coffee shop, full of 

eccentrics and expats. The catch: 

it’s in the middle of war torn 

Kabul. As the war rages around 

Sunny’s shop, her customers 

become her friends and her 

friends’ secrets start to come to 

light. But how long can they 

remain safe in one of the most 

dangerous places on earth and in 

a culture dominated by what the 

Taliban think about women? 

Birds without Wings by Louis 

de Bernières (TURKEY) 

Set in the early 20th century 

during the gradual collapse of the 

Ottoman Empire, and the 

subsequent rise to power of 

Ataturk, the novel centres around 

the village of Eskibahce in 

Anatolia where the Greeks and 

Turks had co-existed peacefully 

for centuries. Despite the 

religious differences between the 

two peoples, an uneasy friendship 

and love between them was not 

uncommon. These ties were put to 

the test when war is declared 

against the Allies in World War I 

and each side declared for the 

other. 

 

 

In the Shadow of the Banyan 

by Vaddey Ratner 

(CAMBODIA) 

Narrated by Raami, the daughter 

of a Cambodian prince, the story 

begins as civil war breaks out in 

the streets of the capital Phnom 

Penh. The privileges her family 

have enjoyed are now at an end. 

Over the next four years, Raami’s 

family fights against the rising 

Khmer Rouge, as the party kills 

two million Cambodians, subjects 

many more to imprisonment and 

forced labour and attempts to 

strip everyone else of their 

individual identity. A very 

moving tale about the power of 

human resilience. 
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The White Woman on the 

Green Bicycle by Monique 

Roffey (TRINIDAD) 

Newlyweds from England, Sabine 

and George, arrive in Trinidad to 

start their new life, armed with 

only a couple suitcases and 

Sabine’s treasured green bicycle. 

While George grows to love life on 

the island, Sabine finds herself 

increasingly ill at ease—the heat, 

the racial segregation are all so 

different from what she knows. 

Sabine and George’s relationship 

deteriorates as one sees their 

future in Trinidad and the other 

only in England—what will 

happen when one finds out the 

secrets the other has been 

keeping? 
 

 

Palace Walk by Naguib 

Mahfouz (EGYPT) 

This novel focuses on the lives of 

a middle class Egyptian family in 

the dying days of the First World 

War and the events leading up to 

the 1919 revolution against the 

British. Amina is a proud and 

dutiful housewife, one who is 

completely submissive to her 

tyrannical husband Ahmad. 

Ahmad expects – and receives – 

complete obedience from his wife, 

but their children have inherited 

his wilfulness. Although Ahmad 

expects strict moral adherence 

from his family, at night and 

outside of the home, he is a 

libertine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The White Tiger by Aravind 

Adiga (INDIA) 

Seen from the eyes of a village 

boy, Balram, who escapes to the 

city with the hope of making a 

better life for himself. Set in the 

world of a increasingly globalised 

India, where the gulf between 

rich and poor is growing ever 

wider. Balram will do whatever it 

takes to become rich and 

powerful, or will the social caste 

into which he was born continue 

to pose problems for him? 
 

 


