
Downton Abbey 

 

Mitcham Library Service Collection Guide 
 

Mitcham Library Service Collection Guide 
2013 

Non-fiction 
Below stairs: the classic kitchen 
maid's memoir that inspired 
upstairs, downstairs and Downton 
Abbey by Margaret Powell 

Climbing the stairs: from kitchen 
maid to cook: the heartwarming 
memoir of a life in service by 
Margaret Powell 

Lady Almina and the real Downton 
Abbey by Fiona, Countess of 
Carnavon 

Life below stairs: true lives of 
Edwardian servants by Alison 
Maloney 

Love and War: an 
upstairs/downstairs saga by Anne 
Herries 

The perfect summer: England 1911 
by Juliet Nicolson 

Up and down stairs: the history of 
the country house servant by 
Jeremy Musson 

The titled Americans: three 
American sisters and the British 
aristocratic world in which they 
married by Elisabeth Kehoe 

The world of Downton Abbey by 
Jessica Fellowes 

 

Fiction 

The American heiress by Daisy 
Goodwin  

The story of the beautiful and 
vivacious Cora Cash, an American 
heiress in the 1890s who marries an 
English duke and finds out that the 
English social scene is full of traps and 
betrayals. 

 

Cazalet saga by Elizabeth Jane 
Howard 

Set in the 1930s the saga portrays 
three generations of an upper-class 
English family. The daily concerns of 
the Cazalet patriarch, his four children, 
nine grandchildren, countless in-laws, 
servants and pets range from the 
mundane to the seriously significant. 

 

The children's book by A.S. Byatt 

Olive Wellwood is a famous writer, 
interviewed with her children gathered 
at her knee. For each of them she 
writes a separate private book, bound 
in different colours and placed on a 
shelf. This saga is set begins at the 
end of the Victorian era, and covers a 
time when a whole generation were 
heading to the First World War. 

 
 

A countess below stairs by Eva 
Ibbotson 

After the Russian Revolution turns her 
world topsy-turvy, Anna, a young 
Russian countess, has no choice but 
to flee to England. Penniless, Anna 
hides her aristocratic background and 
takes a job as servant in the 
household of the esteemed 
Westerholme family, armed only with 
an outdated housekeeping manual 
and sheer determination. 

 

The crimson rooms by Katharine 
McMahon 

Haunted by the death of her beloved 
brother, James, Evelyn Gifford leads a 
cheerless life. But though time seems 
to have stopped in the London house 
she shares with her mother, 
grandmother, and aunt, Evelyn has a 
career outside… this brisk romantic 
mystery, set in post-WWI London. 

 

Flirting with destiny by Sara Hylton 

A First World War saga from a much-
loved author - Summer, 1914. As the 
storm clouds gather over Europe, four 



Downton Abbey 
 

Mitcham Library Service Collection Guide 
April 2013 

privileged young women prepare to 
leave school and embark on adult life. 
But for Louise, Imogen, Cora and 
Miranda, the outbreak of war will 
change everything. 

 

The house at Riverton by Kate 
Morton (also published as the 
Shifting Fog) 

This is the story of an aristocratic 
family, a house, a mysterious death 
and a way of life that vanished forever, 
told in flashback by a woman who 
witnessed it all and kept a secret for 
decades. Grace Bradley went to work 
at Riverton House as a servant when 
she was just a girl, before the First 
World War. 

 

Last summer by Judith Kinghorn 

It is 1914, the beginning of a blissful, 
golden summer and a large country 
house filled with the laughter and 
excitement of privileged youth 
preparing for a weekend party. When 
Clarissa meets Tom Cuthbert, home 
from university and staying with his 
mother, the housekeeper, she is 
dazzled. Soon the world - and all that 
they know - is rocked by a war that 
changes their lives for ever. 

 

Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline 
Winspear 

Maisie Dobbs isn’t just any young 
housemaid. Through her own natural 
intelligence and the patronage of her 
benevolent employers she works her 
way into college at Cambridge. When 
World War I breaks out, Maisie goes 
to the front as a nurse. 

 

Netherwood by Jane Sanderson 

Eve Williams is about to discover just 
how the other half really live. It’s 
Yorkshire 1904 and it's then that 
'upstairs' and 'downstairs' collide in 
truly dramatic fashion ... 

 

Northrop Hall by Margaret Bacon 

In the first decade of the twentieth 
century, life at Northrop Hall carries on 
much as it has done for centuries. 

With the outbreak of 'The War To End 
Wars', the world of the Arndales and 
their servants is turned upside down. 
Life will never be the same again, for 
any of them... 

 

Past imperfect by Julian Fellowes 

Damian Baxter is hugely wealthy and 
dying. He lives alone in a big house in 
Surrey, looked after by a chauffeur, 
butler, cook and housemaid. He has 
but one concern - his fortune in excess 
of 100 million and who should inherit it 
on his death. 

 

Snobs by Julian Fellowes 

A glimpse into life among the upper 
classes in this delightfully satirical tale 
of the blonde and beautiful Edith 
Lavery. Desperate and on the brink of 
turning 30, she chooses a husband for 
his money and status and almost 
immediately regrets her decision, as 
Charles turns out to be decent and 
honourable but totally boring (in and 
out of bed). 

 

Coming in 2013 
House of Habits by Fay Weldon 

From one of the authors of the pilot 
episode of Upstairs, Downstairs, this 
saga begins as the season of 1899 
comes to an end and the world is 
poised on the brink of profound, 
irrevocable change. Serious financial 
concerns erupt and the ripple effects 
spread to everyone in the household. 

 
 

 

DVDs 
 

Berkeley Square  Manor House 

Brideshead Revisited  The Remains of the day 

The Shooting Party  Duchess of Duke Street 

The Forsyte Saga  House of Elliott 

Gosford Park   Upstairs Downstairs 

The Paradise 


